








































I 
A total of 40 House 

members greeted con­
stituents and addressed 

concerns at the 1995 Min­
nesota State Fair. 

This year's House of Rep­
resentatives exhibit inside the 

Education Building featured a photo essay on 
the reparation of the Quadriga, the sculpture 
of the "golden horses" atop the State Capitol. 
Age and weather had eroded the Quadriga's 
internal steel supports and the gilded coat of 
the structure as well. The sculpture traveled 
to Connecticut, where the restoration pro­
cess took place over a year's time. 

As always, fairgoers could test their knowl­
edge of Minnesota laws and history on sev­
eral computerized quizzes designed to edu­
cate and entertain. 

Gone from this year's booth was the unof­
ficial public opinion poll. But given the num­
ber of requests from both the public and 
legislators, it's sure to return next year. 

And although fairgoers weren't asked for 
their opinions, many did take the time to pen 
a note to their lawmaker. 

The most popular topics of concern: edu­
cation and welfare. 

Some were opposed to the proposed school 
voucher system, which would allow parents 
to take the dollars the state would spend on 
public education and apply them to private 
schools. Gov. Arne Carlson has supported 
the system in theory, but has not outlined a 
specific voucher proposal. 

A Kimball, Minn., resident asked for more 
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Nearly two dozen pictures portraying the year-long restoration of the Quadriga, the golden horses atop 
the Capitol, became part of the House State Fair booth this year. The golden horses were removed Aug. 
23, 1994 from their lookout point at the base of the State Capitol dome. A combination of age and weather 
left only 40 percent of the support structure under the chariot intact. Cracks, split seams, and corrosion 
were becoming more and more apparent. 

education dollars to save "one of our most 
valued resources - our children." 

Some complimented lawmakers for acting 
to change the complex welfare system. Oth­
ers asked for greater accountability in the 
food stamp and Women, Infants and Chil­
dren (WIC) programs, which are both run by 
the federal government. 

Still others addressed other issues affecting 
Minnesotans: increasing violent crime, prop­
erty taxes, and continued preservation of the 
Boundary Waters Canoe Area, among them. 
In all, more than 50 messages were for­
warded to lawmakers. 

1995 member volunteers 

Anderson, Bruce (R-Buffalo Township) 
Boudreau, Lynda (R-Faribault) 
Carruthers, Phil (DFL-Brooklyn Center) 
Dehler, Steve (R-St. Joseph) 
Dempsey, Jerry (R- Hastings) 
Entenza, Matt (DFL-St. Paul) 
Greenfield, Lee (DFL-Mpls) 
Greiling, Mindy (DFL-Roseville) 
Harder, Elaine (R-Jackson) 
Kahn, Phyllis (DFL-Mpls) 
Kelley, Steve (DFL-Hopkins) 
Larsen, Peg (R-Lakeland) 
Leppik, Peggy (R-Golden Valley) 
Lindner, Arion (R-Corcoran) 
Laurey, Becky (DFL-Kerrick) 
Mahon, Mark (DFL-Bloomington) 
McCollum, Betty (DFL-N. St. Paul) 
McElroy, Dan (R-Burnsville) 
McGuire, Mary Jo (DFL-Falcon Heights) 
Ness, Bob (R-Dassel) 
Olson, Mark (R-Big Lake) 
Osthoff, Tom (DFL- St. Paul) 
Otremba, Ken (DFL-Long Prairie) 
Ozment, Dennis (R-Rosemount) 
Pelowski, Gene (DFL-Winona) 
Perlt, Walt (DFL-Woodbury) 
Pugh, Tom (DFL-South St. Paul) 
Rest, Ann H. (DFL-New Hope) 
Rhodes, Jim (R-St. Louis Park) 
Rostberg, Jim (R-lsanti) 
Schumacher, Leslie (DH-Princeton) 

. Stanek, Rich (R-Maple Grove) 
Swenson, Doug (R-Forest Lake) 
Swenson, Howard (R-Nicollet) 
Sykora, Barb (R-Excelsior) 

Hundreds of people stopped by the House of Representatives booth this year at the Minnesota State Fair 
to play computer games, meet with visiting lawmakers, and view the photography display depicting the 
restoration of the Quadriga, the golden horses atop the State Capitol. 

Van Engen, Tom (R-Spicer) 
Vicke~man, Barb (R-Redwood Falls) 
Warkentin, Eldon (R-Coon Rapids) 
Wejcman, Linda (DFL-Mpls) 
Winter, Ted (DFL-Fulda) 
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• 
SOUTHERN 
TWI CITIES 
MINNESOTA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

9:30-11:30 a.m. 

11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. 

1:30-3:30 p.m. 

5:00-7:00 p.m. 

7:30-9:30 p.m. 

Judiciary Committee 
Minnesota Correctional Facility, Faribault 
Tour of Fmibault Correctional Facility 

Welcome Lunch 
Austin Holiday Inn, Salon III, IV, and V 

Consumer Affairs Subcommittee of the 
Commerce, Tourism and Consumer 
Affairs Committee 
Consumer fraud issues concerning senior 
citizens 

Environment and Natural Resources 
Committee 
Wetlands, updates on importance to 
Henderson frog mutations 

Health and Human Services Finance 
Division of the Health and Human 
Services Committee 
Federal Medicaid proposals: implications for 
greater Minnesota 

Judiciary Committee 
juvenile justice 

K-12 Finance Division of the Education 
Committee 
School funding, technology, and graduation 
rule 

Labor-Management Relations Committee 
Overview of new worhers' compensation law 

Transportation and Transit Committee 
Roads, bridges, and the gas tax 

Community Dinner 
Austin High School Cafeteria 

Town Meeting 
Christgau Hall Auditorium 
Austin High School 
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Wednesday, 

8:00-9:00 a.m. 

9:15-11:15 a.m. 

11:15-11:45 a.m. 

11:45-1:30 p.m. 

2:00-4:15 p.m. 

Breakfast with local officials 
Holiday Inn, Austin 

Agriculture Committee 
Corporate farming 

Business Regulation Division of the 
Commerce, Tourism and Consumer 
Affairs Committee 
"WalMarting" of small towns 

Elections Division of the General 
Legislation Committee 
Special elections 

Higher Education Finance Division of 
the Education Committee 
Impact off ederal budget cuts 

International Trade and Economic 
Development Committee 
Regional business' evaluation of Minnesota's 
economic development eff arts 

State Government Finance Division of 
the Governmental Operations Committee 
Feasibility of locating certain state jobs in 
rural Minnesota 

University of Minnesota Finance 
Division of the Education Committee 
Tour Hormel Institute: Lipid Research Center 

Travel to Albert Lea 

Community lunch 
Elks Club, Albert lea 

Agriculture Finance and Rural 
Development Subcommittee of the 
Agriculture Committee 
1995 Federal Fann Bill 

Economic Equality Subcommittee of the 
Commerce, Tourism, and Consumer 
Affairs Committee 
Economic issues concerning women 

Federal Cuts Task Force ofthe Ways 
and Means Committee 
Impact off ederal cuts 

Gambling Division of the Governmental 
Operations Committee 
Tour of puIItab mamifactiL1ing plant 

Health and Human Services Finance 
Division of the Health and Human 
Services Committee 
Federal cuts to health and human services: 
implications for soLLthern Minnesota 

/ 1r 



2:00-4: 15 p.m. 
(continued) 

4:15- 4:45 p.m. 

5:15- 6:00 p.m. 

6:30- 9:00 p.m. 

Local Government and Metropolitan 
Affairs Committee 
Current local government issues 

Property Tax and Tax Increment 
Financing (TIF) Division of the Taxes 
Committee 
Property tax impact off ederal cuts to local 
governments 

Tour of local Albert Lea business 

Tour of Albert Lea school 

Travel back to Austin 

Family/member pairing for dutch-treat 
dinner 
Holiday Inn, Austin 

Dutch-treat dinner 

9:30-11:30 a.m. 
(continued) 

Higher Education Mandates 
Subcommittee of the Education 
Committee 
Input from college officials and faculty on 
which mandates to repeal 

Housing Committee 
Local needs, federal budget cuts 

MinnesotaCare Finance Division of the 
Health and Human Services Committee 
Health care ref arm and access in southern 
Minnesota 

Pension and Retirement Commission 
Volunteer firefighter issues 

Sales and Income Tax Division of the 
Taxes Committee 
Impact of 1995 Federal Income Tax Bill on 
worhingf amilies 

Oct. 26, 1995 

Tourism Subcommittee of the 
Commerce, Tourism and Consumer 
Affairs Committee 

7 :30- 9:00 a.m. 

9:30-11:30 a.m. 

Breakfast with VICA Students 
Holiday Inn, Austin 

Economic Development, Infrastructure 
and Regulation Finance Committee 
Humanities in southern Minnesota 

T owism issues concerning southern Minnesota 

Updates of this schedule will be available from the 
House Public Information Office: (612 296-2146 
or 1-800-6573550. 

State funding of public broadcasting and the impact of federal cuts were the topics of conversation 
Sept. 21 at the Paul Bunyan Telephone Video Conference Center in Bemidji. The State Government 
Finance Division of the House Governmental Operations Committee took testimony from those 
attending the meeting in Bemidji and from Duluth residents who participated via interactive 
television. (See story page 12) 

October 3, 1995 /MINI-SESSION REPORT 23 



MINNESOTA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
PUBLIC INFORMATION OFFICE 
175 STATE OFFICE BUILDING 
ST. PAUL, MN 55155-1298 

Speaker of the House: Irv Anderson 
Majority Leader: Phil Carruthers 

Minority Leader: Steven A. Sviggum 

Bemidji and the Mississippi headwaters 
Population of Bemidji, Minn., 1990 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11,2 45 
Increase over 1980 population, in percent ........................................................ 2.7 
Beltrami County population, 1994 ............................................................. 37,394 
Increase over 1980 population, in percent ................................................. : ....... 11 
Retall shops in Bemidji .................................................................................... 125 

restaurants ..................................................................................................... 45 
Square feet of space at the Paul Bunyan Mall ............................................ 300,000 
Enrollment, Bemidji State University ............................................................ 5 ,300 

at Northwest Technical College .................................................................... 938 
Employees of North Country Health Services, largest private employer 

in Bemidji .................................................................................................... 750 
Employees of Bemidji Public Schools, largest public sector employer ............... 800 
Students in ISD 31 ........................................................................................ 5,600 
Students at Bemidji Middle School ............................................................... 1,340 
Bemidji High School graduation rate, in percent. ............................. ; ................. 95 
Percent of those students who go on to higher education ................................... 70 
Students who enrolled in Concordia Language Village camps, 

Gust northeast ofBemidji) summer 1994 .................................................. 8,000 
Number of Soo Line trains that nm through Bemidji each week ........................... 4 
Time it takes to fly from Bemidji to Minneapolis, in hours 1 
Number of daily flights from Bemidji to Minneapolis via 

Ivlesaba/N orthwest Air link ................................................................................ 5 
Cost of a "newer three bedroom home" in the Bemidji 

community .......................................................................... $55,000 to $65,000 
Cost of a three-bedroom lake home ........... ; .............................................. $72,024 
Number oflakes found within 30 miles of Bemidji .......................................... 600 
Miles between Bemidji and Park Rapids .............................................................. 50 
Hours it took an ox-drawn stage to run between the two towns, 1896 ............... 16 
Height of the concrete and steel Paul Bunyan statue that has stood on 

Bemidji's waterfront since January 1937, in feet ............................................. 18 
Age of the current mayor of Dorset, Minn., (five miles east of Park Rapids) .......... 6 
Cost to vote for the mayor of Dorset, Minn ................................. , ...................... $1 
Golf courses in the Park Rapids area .................................................................... 5 
Participants in the 1994 Headwaters Hundred bicycle ride/race 

held annually in Park Rapids ..................................................................... 1,067 

Source: Bemidji, The Natural Dedsion, Joint Economic Development Commission, Bemidji, 
Minn.; Parh Rapids, Minnesota, 1995, Area Chamber of Commerce; Bemidji, First City on tlte 
Mississippi, Bemidji Centennial Commission. 
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For general information, call: 
House Information Office 
(612) 296-2146 or 
1-800-657-3550 

To obtain a copy of a bill, call: 
Chief Clerk's Office 
(612) 296-2314 

To find out about bill introductions or 
the status of a specific bill, call: 
House Index Office 
(612) 296-6646 

For up-to-date recorded message 
giving committee meeting times and 
agendas, call: 

· House Calls (612) 296-9283 

Telecommunications 
Device for the Deaf (TDD) 

Telecommunications device for the deaf. 
To ask questions or leave messages, call: 
TDD Line (612) 296-9896 or 
1-800-657-3550 


